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The Los Angeles Review of Books Collaborates With Flaunt Magazine  
for their 15th Anniversary Issue 

 
Los Angeles, CA – The Los Angeles Review of Books (LARB) has curated a special series of 
eight vignettes on palm trees for Flaunt magazine's commemorative 15th anniversary issue, “The 
Selfie Issue,” (http://theselfieissue.com) on sale at newsstands today. This is the first story 
collaboration between the Los Angeles Review of Books and Flaunt magazine, two of the premier 
arts and culture publications in Los Angeles.  
 
LARB assembled eight luminary contributors for the series — a painter, a musician, a filmmaker, 
an essayist, two cultural critics and two novelists — with the assignment to reflect on the cultural, 
personal or political iconography of the ubiquitous palm tree. The contributors include Todd 
Edwards, Ava Marie DuVernay, Michael Jaime-Becerra, Lynell George, David Ulin, Nina 
Revoyr, Derek Boshier and Maria Bustillos. 
 
Flaunt describes “The Selfie Issue” as “not only an examination of the porous digital-analog 
divide, but an irreverent and introspective look at our collective pasts, and an ultimately vibrant 
picture of our community at large.”  
 
"When Flaunt asked us to contribute a special series for their anniversary issue, we couldn't 
refuse," said Jonathan Hahn, Executive Editor of LARB. "We selected these eight contributors 
because they are at the vanguard of writing, music, film and cultural criticism based here in LA. 
We wanted to see what kind of diversity of perspectives on the assignment would come from this 
particular group, and we weren't disappointed." 
 
To mark the publication of the series, the Los Angeles Review of Books published today an 
exclusive longform article on the history and cultural iconography of the palm tree, written by 
curator and historian Victoria Dailey, which can be read here: 
https://lareviewofbooks.org/essay/piety-perversity-palms-los-angeles/ 
 
Todd Edwards is a producer and singer/songwriter. Most recently, he co-wrote and performed 
vocals on Daft Punk’s Grammy Award-winning album Random Access Memories (“Fragments 
of Time”). 
  
Ava Marie DuVernay is a filmmaker and screenwriter. At the 2012 Sundance Film Festival, 
DuVernay became the first African-American woman to win the Best Director Prize for her 
second feature film Middle of Nowhere. 
  



Michael Jaime-Becerra is the author of Every Night Is Ladies' Night, a collection of stories, 
and This Time Tomorrow, a novel. He teaches creative writing at UC Riverside. 
  
Lynell George is a Los Angeles-based journalist/essayist. With deep roots in newspapers as a 
longtime staff writer for both the Los Angeles Times and L.A. Weekly, George covers arts and 
culture (music, books, visual art in particular), identity politics, L.A. history and sense of place. 
Her work has appeared in various outlets including The Smithsonian, Vibe, Ms, Essence, Black 
Clock, Boom: A Journal of California, Slake, KCET's Artbound, Goodreads, among others. She 
blogs at Native to the Place. 
  
David L. Ulin is book critic, and former book editor, of the Los Angeles Times. He is the author 
of The Lost Art of Reading: Why Books Matter in a Distracted Time, Labyrinth, and The Myth of 
Solid Ground: Earthquakes, Prediction, and the Fault Line Between Reason and Faith, selected 
as a best book of 2004 by the Chicago Tribune and the San Francisco Chronicle. He is also the 
editor of three anthologies: "Another City: Writing from Los Angeles," "Cape Cod Noir," and 
the Library of America's "Writing Los Angeles: A Literary Anthology," which won a 2002 
California Book Award. He was awarded a 2010 Southern California Independent Booksellers 
Association/Glenn Goldman Book Award for his work. 
  
Nina Revoyr is the author of four novels, including The Necessary Hunger; Southland (a Los 
Angeles Times bestseller and "Best Book of 2003," a Book Sense 76 pick, an Edgar Award 
finalist, and the winner of the Ferro Grumley Award and the Lambda Literary Award); The Age 
of Dreaming, a finalist for the 2008 Los Angeles Times Book Prize; and Wingshooters, one 
of Booklist’s Books of the Year for 2011 and an O: Oprah Magazine's "Book to Watch For." 
  
Derek Boshier first came to prominence with his paintings as a student at the Royal College of 
Art in London in the early 1960s, with fellow students David Hockney, Allen Jones, R.B. Kitaj, 
and others in the British Pop Art movement. Subsequently he has used other media: drawing, 
printmaking, film, books, three dimensional objects, installations and photography among them. 
His graphic work with popular music groups such as The Clash and with David Bowie have 
brought his work to a wider audience. Recently, he has created a complex installation, 99 Cent 
War, which is an indictment of the Gulf War and is enjoying widespread critical acclaim. 
  
Maria Bustillos writes for The New Yorker’s “Elements” and “Page-Turner” blog. She is a Los 
Angeles-based journalist and critic, and the author of Dorkismo: the Macho of the Dork and Act 
Like a Gentleman: Think Like a Woman. 
 
Victoria Dailey is a writer, curator and antiquarian bookseller. She lives in Los Angeles. 
 
To request an interview or feature, please contact Jessica Kubinec, jessica@lareviewofbooks.org. 
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ABOUT THE LOS ANGELES REVIEW OF BOOKS 
The Los Angeles Review of Books (http://lareviewofbooks.org) is a nonprofit, multimedia 
magazine of literature and culture that combines the great American tradition of the serious book 



review with the evolving technologies of the Web. We are a community of writers, critics, 
journalists, artists, filmmakers, and scholars dedicated to promoting and disseminating the best 
that is thought and written, with an enduring commitment to the intellectual rigor, the 
incisiveness, and the power of the written word.  
 


