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The Los Angeles Review of Books Features a One-of-a-Kind Forum on the Proposed 

Academic Boycott of Israel and the BDS movement.  
 

Los Angeles, CA – The Los Angeles Review of Books has convened a forum of leading 
scholars to debate the proposed academic boycott of Israel now roiling American letters 
and academic institutions nationwide. The forum includes eight essays, with four in 
support of and four against the proposed boycott, featuring Russell Berman, Colin Dayan, 
Noura Erakat, David Lloyd, David Myers, Cary Nelson, David Palumbo-Liu, and Judea 
Pearl. 
 
The forum can be found here: http://lareviewofbooks.org/academic-activism 
 
The movement to boycott, divest and sanction (BDS) Israel took on new controversy 
after the American Studies Association (ASA) voted to endorse it last November; the 
Modern Language Association (MLA) then passed a resolution criticizing Israel’s 
restrictive entry and residency policies. LARB has accordingly brought together a group 
of academics from both sides to offer a holistic debate on the proposed boycott and its 
significance to the academy. 
 
The eight scholars convened for this forum address everything from the nature of the 
BDS movement to the contentious nature in which academics themselves have attacked 
one another over the issue. Three central questions drive the debate: Does an academic 
boycott of Israel advance, or irreparably damage, the call for human rights and the cause 
for peace in Israel/Palestine? What role, if any, does the academy have in matters of 
political and international affairs? Is an overt endorsement of a movement such as BDS in 
the great tradition of academic freedom, open discourse and reason — or a sign of their 
dissolution?  
 
The scholars featured in the forum hail from Stanford, UC Riverside, UCLA, Vanderbilt, 
Georgetown, and University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. They are all in some way 
deeply invested in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict that has now spilled over into the 
academic environment. 
 
More information can be found at lareviewofbooks.org 



### 
 
The Los Angeles Review of Books is a nonprofit, multimedia literary and cultural arts magazine 
that combines the great American tradition of the serious book review with the evolving 
technologies of the Web. We are a community of writers, critics, journalists, artists, filmmakers, 
and scholars dedicated to promoting and disseminating the best that is thought and written, with 
an enduring commitment to the intellectual rigor, the incisiveness, and the power of the written 
word. 
 
“One of the instant jewels of the Internet.” —The New Yorker 
 
“The site, known in short as the LARB, offers a big-tent approach — promising coverage of two 
dozen different genres, from fiction to film to comics.” —Los Angeles Times 
 
“What is being done at the Los Angeles Review of Books is renegade. The fish swimming 
upstream. A perfect example of disruptive innovation in a floundering industry.” —Forbes 


